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GENERAL CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 


PROGRAM 


Affirmation wants you!--at General 
Conference. We will be running a 
full program of activities and can 
use your help. Our regular activ- 
ities will include covenant groups, 
a newsletter, a choir, guerrilla 
theater, daily evening gatherings 
and a staffed hospitality room. 
some of us will work on legis- 
lation tracking and lobbying with 
MFSA. We will also conduct two wor- 
Ship services, host a celebratory 
dinner and come together for our 


Spring national Gathering. We'll 
have lots of activity, lots of 
energy, lots of things to do. 


Will you be there? Hold the dates 
between May 4 and May 15 and watch 


for an upcoming registration 
malling. 


COVENANT GROUPS 


General Conference stirs many emo- 
tions, for those who come and for 
those at home. One way that we 
nurture ourselves through a stress- 
ful time is through covenant groups. 
Small groups will be formed twice 
at this General Conference. Those 
who are on-site on Monday, May 4 
can take part inthe first covenant 
formation workshop, to be held on 
Monday afternoon. A second one, 
to be held on Friday afternoon, 
May 8, will form groups from those 
people who arrive for the National 


Please turn to page two 


PLATFORM CHANGES 


Affirmation is making significant 
changes in its platform statement. 
Some of these were included in the 
last newsletter. We have dropped 
a section responding to church 
teachings about homosexuality, en- 


larged a section describing the 
negative implications of  het- 
erosexism and added a_= section 
calling upon the church to cre- 


ate programs that would bring gay, 
lesbian and bisexual people into 
the full life and ministry of the 


church. We made these changes in 
response to developments made 
during the recent quadrennium. 


The Committee to Study Homosexuality 
has challenged the church to think 
more charitably and more clearly 
about homosexuality. It has 
recommended changes to the Social 
Principles statement and asked the 
church to protect the basic human 
rights of gay and lesbian persons. 
Through this committee the church 
is beginning:to examine the topic 
of homosexuality. 


We have rewritten the platform to 


shift the argument. Instead of 
defending ourselves, we call upon 
the church to recognize and 
correct its own sinful behavior. 

has 


not yet 


church recog- 


The 


nized its heterosexism the way it 
has idolized heterosexual experi- 
ence as normative for all people. 
Just as it has been difficult for 
the church to recognize how racism 
hindered 


and sexism have Les 


Please turn to page two 


General Conference Action Platform Changes 


from Page One from Page One 

Gathering. At home participants ministry, the church has not 
will be incorporated into both | recognized that heterosexism blocks 
groups. ) its ministry in many ways. The new 


platform calls upon the church to 
What do covenant groups do? They recognize that it is  hetero- 
meet often, provide support and sexist, to repent of this .het- 


safe space for processing emotions, erosexism by taking steps’- to 
offer a sense of connectedness, go actively recruit and include 
to the zoo, a park, a concert or lesbians, gay men and bisexuals 
picnic, pray or sing together, | and to renew itself with a vision 
offer shoulder rubs--whatever they }| and experience of a-more whole 
want to do to see each other community of faith. 

through an important, exciting and ? 

stressful time. They provide | complete copies of the revised 


information and connection for the platform will be available later 
folks “back home," while offering this spring. 

those people a chance to care for — , 
the people “at the front." Jeanne Knepper 


; eel : ; Witness Committee 
An upcoming mailing will include 3 : | 
the possibility of signing up for SE SVWeSoyr 
covenant groups. 
POST-GENERAL CONFERENCE 
A NOTE PLANS 


The Reconciling Congregation Pro- 
gram will be asking United Metho- 


dists, both local congregations 
and annual conferences, to initiate 
"A Call to Repentance/A Time of 
Healing" worship service in response 
to the UMC General Conference this 
year. This anticipates that, while 
there may be some small "positive" 
changes at General Conference, the 
UMC's overall unwelcoming stance 


In 1988, our General Conference 
press coverage waS so good and so 
extensive that a local radio news 
station was heard to announce that 
1000 gay and lesbian United 
Methodists had come to St. Louis 
to make church policy at the 
General Conference. Zc] . wasn’t 
true, but 1 was fun. 


_ Jeanne Knepper toward lesbian/bisexual/gay people 
Nitness Committee will not be changed at this General 
errs | COnLeErence. 


A REMINDER 
pace oy Bene © Eee BC mabe sea elon the country will be held during a 
be sure to indicate its purpose. ; : 

nine-day period, June 20 through 
New memberships and renewals are june Be 1992 Blan one § 
handled by a different individual ‘ : i ZOUr 


Joint worship gatherings across 


than donations and pledges. Unless local church, district, Affirmation 
it is stated otherwise, a donation/ group, or annual conference. Help 
pledge is not understood to. be CENOnSerake ro the larger church 
membership renewal. A simple note and the lesbian/gay community the 
enclosed with your check will help breadth of support for reconciling 
our record-keeping reflect your | ™™1Stries. 
wishes. If you do receive a A — F 1 
membership renewal notice after packet of sample worship re- 
sending a donation you intended sources and more information will 
, ; be available through the - RCP 
for renewal, just drop a line to OFF: = ans: 
the Evanston post office box and et vlads Box ? 
our records will be changed Washington, DC 20026(202863-1586). 
accordingly. Please turn to page three 
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Post-General Conference Plans 


from page two 

The scriptural text will be 
Jeremiah Lee. and Matthew 
L333L-32% AS we are approaching 
General Conference, we don't 
anticipate that its decisions will 
be very good for the Reconciling 
Movement. We expect this year to 
be a year of drought and heat and 
apathy on the part of the general 
church. We expect that heat is 
going to come down upon those who 
are trying to be more open and in- 


clusive, those who are being 
Supportive of bisexual, lesbian, 
and gay people in the- church. 


However, Jeremiah tells us that in 
Spite of the drought and heat, we 
will still be green and bear fruit 


because our roots are planted in 
God. 


Furthermore, Matthew describes to 
us the mustard seed which grows 
into a tree and it is a place 
where the birds of the air come 
and make nestS in its branches. 
It becomes a refuge and shelter. 
The Reconciling Movement has great 
meaning for gay, bisexual, and 
lesbian people and people who are 
open and affirming. We are like a 
mustard seed. We are a tree where 
people gather for shelter and make 
a nest. 


Thus, the Reconciling Movement is 
a tree that 1S rooted by the 
stream of God's spirit, bearing 


fruit to the world in spite of the 
drought and the heat, and acting 
as a place of shelter for those 
who need us. Join withus in what- 
ever way you can. 


ATTENTION 


All local groups should be sending 
copies 
Fritz 


Lo 


of their newsletters 
SchultzZ2 at 

San Francisco, 
Tt would also be beneficial 
send a copy to your 
Organizer. We should have 
Regional Organizers for each 
region. Please contact Fritz if 
you are able to fill in the gap in 


CA ° 
to 
Regional 


two 
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your region. The Regional Organiz- 
ers can help you advertise your 
group in regional publications. 
We are also looking for women's 
publications to carry an ad for 
local Affirmation groups. Contact 
Fritz or your Regional Organizer 
with your ideas and information. 


NOMINATIONS are being solicited by 
the Regional Organizers for. the 
National Affirmation Council. Lt 
you would be interested in serving 
onthe National Council please call 


your Regional Organizer, listed 
below. 

_ REGIONAL ORGANIZERS 
NORTHEAST 


Susan Button 


— — 
Binghamton, NY 
Tel. 


SOUTHEAST 


Clarence R. Norment (Rusty) 


Mechanicsville, 
Tel. 


NORTH CENTRAL 
Mike Underhill 


VA 


Chicago ,! “Pi 
Tel. 


Marsha Knight 


Indianapolis, IN 


Tel. 
SOUTH CENTRAL 
Ed Youn 


WESTERN 
Chad Heili 


Oakland, CA 
Tel. 


COUNCIL CONTACT 
Fritz Schultz 


San Francisco, 
Tel. 


CA 


- ——. a a a ere 
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UPDATE ON GENERAL CONFERENCE 
STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT 


The Report of the General Confer- 
ence Study Committee on Homosex- 
uality was reviewed by the General 
Council on Ministries (GCOM) at 
their last regularly scheduled meet- 
ing as mandated by the legislation 
that created the Study Committee. 


The General Council on Ministries, 
the national coordinating agency of 
the United Methodist Church, was 
charged with administrative over- 
Sight of the Study Committee on 
Homosexuality and designated to 
hear the report prior to passing 
it on to the General Conference. 


Despite several attempts to make 
changes in the language of the 
Study Committee report by a small 
minority of members of the General 
Council on Ministries, themajority 
of GCOM members voted to simply 
"receive" the report intact and to 
pass it on to the General Confer- 
ence with no comment. 


gathering for October 9-1ll, 1992 
Among other proposed changes the a i a a la 
Report of the Study Committee ' 
calls for removing the current 
wording in the Book of Discipline FINANCIAL REPORT 
against homosexuality because there May 1, 1991, through January 16, 1992 
is no consensus inthe physical and Actual To Budgeted Tc 
social sciences or biblical and INCOME Date Date 
theogical speed Prep maintaining Fund Raising 2,860.00 6,387.09 
EON LDL 7 ener onference ; . 6.74 
the current p 10n Interest 85 4/) 0.00 
Nate 3356 Eis 
ational Meetings ,540, 
In a possibly related story, a new Other 00:00 0:00 
document, similar to the "Houston Pledges 1,380.16 6,103.16 
: " ; : 
Declaration which was written and TOTALS 12,570.56 34,844.99 
circulated by conservative United 
Methodists four years aoe 9 has EXPENSES 
‘ . - . ertisip 330.00 
dismantling of the General Council Affirmation Council 983.00 9,225.77 
on Ministries. Emerging Issues 1,426,70 709.64 
Fund Raising 416.34 1,206.39 
GCOM Study Committee 0.00 0.00 
General Conference 0.00 7,096.74 
Mailbox Monitor 0.00 283,84 
Mere LE: 
ational Meetings 2,768.46 5,322.58 
AFFIRMATION COUNCIL Newsletter 455.87 1,419.29 
DECISIONS REPORTED pia iaee ae lephione 122.00 1,774.16 
rant 3,000.00 2,838.68 
. RCP Travel 1,002.44 1,419.29 
The National Affirmation Council Regional Organizing 2,477.45 2,838.68 
met January 18-20, 1992, in San TOTALS 13,166.79 34,844.70 
Francisco. Among the actions taken 
at the meeting included these: TOTAL ASSETS ON HAND $3,129.95 
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© Elected a nominating 


committee 


) Elected Morris Floyd to a 
three-year term on the Board of 
Directors of the Reconciling 
Congregation Program 


© Adopted the amended financial 
policies 


© Approved plans for Af- 
firmation activities at the 1992 
General Conference 


e Adopted a position on civil 
disobedience at the General Con- 
ference 


the 


© Reviewed plans’ for 


Spring national gathering 


@ Adopted the financial report 
and approved the minutes 


© Initiated an evaluation 


process 
imple- 
system 


action on 
rotation 


Co) Delayed 
menting a class 
for the Council 


oO Set the Fall national 


NOTE: Paces 5 AND 6 ARE A COPY OF 
THE BROCHURE PREPARED TO GO WITH 
THE REGISTRATION FORM FOR’ OUR 
SPRING GATHERING. 
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CARING FOR OURSELVES IN THE 
MIDST OF GENERAL CONFERENCE 


May 8 & 9, 1992 
Louisville, Kentucky 


We will celebrate our wholeness and 
health and model the same for the 
larger church as we gather at the 
General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. 


OUR WEEKEND SCHEDULE 


FRIDAY - May 8, 1992 


7:00 p.m. Gathering & Music 
with Judy Fjeli 
9:00 p.a. Coffee House 


SATURDAY - May 9, 1992 


8:30 a.m. Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. Morning Music 
with Judy 

NOON Lunch 

1:00 p.m. Affirmation Meeting 

2:00 p.ao. Afternoon Music 
with Judy 

4:00 p.m. Worship Together 


P 
5:00 P.M. Adjourn 


“MFSA Ball Awards 


Spring 1992 


POST-GATHERING SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY -— May 10, 1992 


11:00 a.n. Worship with Centrai 


Presbyterian Church 
6:00. p.n. Affirmation Banquet 
MONDAY - May 11, 1992 


Resolutions on Homosexuality 


~ considered at General Conference 


' OUR WEEKEND PROGRAM 


I. AFFIRMATION GATHERING 


We have arranged for JUDY FJELL 


to provide an occasion. of warmth 


and fun in which we -can gain 
Sustenance, be restored and 
renewed, and fully realize the 
empowering potential of community. 


JUDY FJELL is a feminist’ singer/ 
songwriter/humorist who has been 
actively writing for 15 years. 
She creates a safe atmosphere to 
play and experience healing, 

wholeness and joy through music. 


* Coffee House - Friday night, 
will be open to the public 
at a cost of $5.00 


* Brief National Affirmation 
Business Meeting 


* Affirmation Worship Service 
Il. MFSA BALL AWARDS 


Thre Methodist Federation for 

Social Action is celebrating its 
85th Anniversary this year and 
is presenting awards which honor 
those people and organizations 
coing the work of social justice. 


The Montana Logging and Ballet 
Company will provide a vibrant 
evening of music, mime, tears, 
laughter, and current’ satire 
dedicated to peace and justice. 


Tickets can. be ordered on the 
enclosed registration form. 


Affirmation 


night, SO the banquet | 


Tr. 


POST-GATHERING EVENTS 


I. AFFIRMATION BANQUET 


The banquet at National Affirma- 
tion Gatherings is usuaily heid 
on Saturday night. -This year we 
join our brothers and sisters of 
MFSA: to celebrate on Saturday 
is Sunday. 


Tickets 
enclosed 


on the 
forn. 


‘can be ordered 
registration 


RESOLUTIONS | 


Historically, resolutions have 
been considered on the .2nd Monday 
of General Conference. Make ‘plans 
to stay - Ehe CUEh Monday, May ll, 
to offer the trength of 
community to tiaee who. have 
represented us in Louisville. 


WHERE WE- WILL GATHER 


Our brothers and sisters in a 
“More Light" congregation have 
invited us to their church: 


Central Presbyterian Church 
318 W. Kentucky - 
(corner of 4th & Kentucky 


>>>> Please Read This <<<< 


Read ‘the brochure and the form 
carefully to answer ALL your 


questions. If estions remain, 


After May 1, all calls 
be directed to? -« 


should 
Leutsuille 


WHERE WE CAN SLEEP 


DAYS INN, 101. E. Jefferson St. 
LouLevil Le, KY 40202 
(502)585-2200 


$60/night - Sgl/Db1/Trp1/Quad 


The Days Inn has an indoor pool, 
is 1 nile from Central Presb. 
Church and 4 ‘blocks from 
General Conference meetings. 


Hotel reservations -must be made 
through Affirmation on the 
registration form. Do NOT call 
the hotel directly. 


Rooms are $66.12/night (incl. 
tax) and hold up to’4 people. 
To figure your daily rate, 
divide $66.12 by 1, 2, 3 or 4. 


Your share can‘be as little as 
$16.53/night. To calculate the 
amount to be sent with your 
registration form, multiply 

your daily-rate -by. ‘the number 
of nights staying’ in the hotel. 


-. PLEASE BE .SURE:T0.FILL OUT FORM 


Affirmation 


COMPLETELY ‘= INDICATING :SINGLE, 
DOUBLE,.; TRIPLE, :.QUAD,'; ROOMMATE 
PREFERENCE & SMOKING PREFERENCE. 


We can accept. credit cards for 
hotel housing ONLY. NOT for 
Gathering Registration. 


There is VERY LIMITED housing 
available in private homes. YOU 
MUST RETURN YOUR’ REGISTRATION 
FORM THE DAY YOU RECEIVE IT! 


A WORD ABOUT COSTS 


$ 50.00 Registration for the 
Affirmation Gathering includes: 


Coffee House on Friday Night 
Breakfast & Lunch on Saturday 
Snacks 

Discount on price of ticket 
to MFSA Ball Awards 

* A weekend with Judy Fjell 


Hue H H 


$15 - ticket to the Affirmation 
Banquet on Sunday Night. 


MFSA Ball Awards tickets’ are 
$25. With your Affirmation regis- 
tration, ticket price is $15. 


HOW TO REGISTE 


Fill out BOTH sides of the 
registration form, add up the 
amounts, enclose your check, 
(WE CAN TAKE CREDIT CARDS FOR 
HOTEL RESERVATIONS ONLY!!!) 
and mail to: 


Affirmation 
P.O. Box 60067 
Sacramento, CA 95860-0067 


DEADLINES 
* PRIVATE HOUSING: TODAY, but 
no later than MARCH 25, 1992 
* REGISTRATION: APRIL 1, 1992 


Hotel rooms are released in 
the first week of April. 


VERY IMPORTANT: You must give 
arrival and departure dates. 


Spring 1992 


IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY... 


»-e-e-to start thinking about the 
fall gathering of National Affirma- 
tion. The suggestion came to the 
Affirmation Coordinating. Council 
to have the fall gathering on a 
holiday weekend, thus giving some 
who attend the chance to include 
Monday in their travel plans. In 
response, the Council has chosen 
to schedule the fall gathering on 
Columbus Day weekend, October 9, 
10 and 11, instead of the tradi- 
tional third weekend in September. 


As some of you may be aware, the 
Names 
in its entirety, for the last 
time, in Washington, DC, that same 
weekend. Since many of our group 
want to experience the Quilt, 
plans are underway to have our 
gathering in or near Washington. 
This will allow us to experience 
both important events, instead of 
choosing between the two. Time 
will be built into the Affirmation 
weekend schedule for those who 
want to see and experience the 
QOullt. 
< 


So, start planning now to spend 
the second weekend in October with 
us on the East Coast! 


ee, en, Le 


MEDITATIONS FOR 
AN UNCOMMON FELLOWSHIP 


Affirmation has produced a devotion- 
al booklet of 14 meditations for 
each day of General Conference 


entitled Meditations for an Uncom- 


mon Fellowship. 


The devotional booklet will be sold 
this year at General Conference as 
a way of focusing and reflecting 
on lesbian, gay and bisexual spir- 
ituality. Tne booklet can also be 
ordered prior to General Conference 
by sending two dollars or a check/ 
money order made out to Affirmation 
and sent to the Affirmation mail 


box, P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 
60204, 
Spring 1992 


Project will be on display 


Affirmation 


LA gd 
FROM LOCAL GROUPS 


Affirmation Los Angeles meets every 
month on the second Sunday at 6:30 
DT. Recent meetings have included 
Speakers from the Los Angeles AIDS 
Project and a trip to the theater 
‘tO see The Boys Next Door. 
Meetings are held at Wilshire UMC, 
4350 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA. For more information call. 


Binghamton Affirmation sponsors a 
Sunday evening Ecumenical service 
for Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, and 
their families and friends. On 
the -first Sunday of the month 
there is a potluck supper at 6 p.m. 
Meetings are held at Tabernacle UMC, 
83 Main St., Binghamton, N.Y. For 
further details cali 

or 


0? 


Fresno Affirmation meets several 
times amonth. The first Sunday of 
the month is a potluck at Wesley 
UMC. There have been monthly Bible 
studies as well as meetings with 
PFLAG and a Valentine's party. For 


additional information write Arlyn 
[aa 


Nashville Affirmation meets monthly 
at Edgehill UMC for a potluck and 
fellowship. Meetings are held every 
4th Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. ai Edge- 
nill UMC, 1502 Edgehill Ave., Nash- 
ville, TN. 


Affirmation Oklahoma City meets on 
the second Saturday of each month 
for a potluck, gathering and fellow- 
Ship. The group also lists co- 

dependency meetings and social gath- 


erings. Potluck begins at 6:00 
pem. at Leland Clegg umc, 102 E. 
Hefner Rd., Oklahoma City. For 
additional information call 


- Information about Affir- 
mation Tulsa can be obtained from 


P.O. Box 1021 . 
Evanston, IL 60204 
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Please read both brochure and form CAREFULLY before filling out this form. 
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MAY 8-9, 1992 - Louisville, Kentucky 
REGISTRATION FORM 


To register, Roivutene the _ Registration Deadline ? Yes ! 


information below and mail with. 
your. check, for. $50.00 made. outs. « . : APRIL: 14 1992 


to "National Affirmation" to: 
Your registration includes: 
Affirmation 
Pals, Box 60067 * Terrific Promotional Material 
Sacramento, CA 95860-0067 
* Coffee House on Friday night. 


Name 
Add * Breakfast AND Lunch on Saturday 
ress zo 
* Many Delightful, Delicious Snacks 
City 


* Discount Ticket to MFSA Ball Awards 


State ZLP 
* Most important - experience music & 


Phone ( ) healing with Judy in a safe place. 


HOU S LNG Te N -dQeded L, 
>>> Make Reservations on THIS Form - DO NOT CALL THE HOTEL DIRECTLY <<< 


Check one of the following: Single Double _ Triple Quad $66.12/ 
night per room. To calculate your daily rate, divide $66.12 by 1, 2, 3 or 
4, & enclose a check for your share x number of nights. Non- Shokine? may 
Roommate preference Arr.Date Dep. Date 


If using credit card (FOR HOTEL ONLY -- WE CANNOT ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS FOR 


GATHERING REGISTRATION), please provide: Name on Card; 
Type of Card: Exp.«, Dates Card No.: ud v 


* He * x ok * x * is * * * * 2K * * * x * 
>>>>>>>>>>. LOOK. AT THES <<<e<<eeees 
!! VERY LIMITED HOUSING IN PRIVATE HOMES !! 
Only 12 spaces are available, so it is truly first come/first served. 
NO requests for private homes will be taken after MARCH 25. 
>>> If you need space in a private home--YOU MUST--YOU MUST--YOU MUST <<< 
It! MAIL THIS BACK TODAY !1! 


PRIVATE HOME? Yes Non-Smoking? Roommate Pref. - 


aekKEE YOU'RE NOT FINISHED 'TIL YOU FILL OUT THE OTHER SIDE #*k##%% 


Read both your brochure and this form VERY CAREFULLY before filling out 
this form. If the form and brochure have not answered ALL your questions 
adequately, you may call Ellie @ eens for Clara rIGarion, DUE OnLy 
after you've made every possible attempt to answer them yourself! 


X* x * x % * oe Xe 


The General Conference of the United Methodist Church begins May 5, 1992 
and runs until May 15, 1992. We only get this opportunity once every 4 
years. Let's help each other make our presence known to United Methodisn. 


PLEAS E Av she RY Urn ESE Ae in a a a a 
1. Can you make a contribution over and above your registration fee to 
help someone else: attend the Affirmation Gathering and/or’ General 


Conference? Yes No If YES, please just add it your 
registration check and mail it in TODAY! 


2. Can you pay for a hotel room and let others stay without charge? 


Yes No ___~How many people? __—‘-~ Male __ Female __ How many days? 

ae perivides Les NOW. 4.6, Will you take i passenger? Yes «5 No ._ 
Ss Wititiue to rent a van with some other’ folks?twrYes.. “No ’ 

6. Do you have "Frequent Flyer" miles you will donate? Yes No 


NEED $$$$$$ ASSISTANCE TO ATTEND? 


Let us know TODAY!!!! 


I can use help with housing expense . I can use help with travel 
expense » ALican only attend if I‘get help with both 


Dates 1 cai De it Lotisville: 


Flying: Arrival Date: Departure Date: 

Driving: Arpival Date? Departure Date: 
Willing to donate time to WORK at General CONnESREnGa!y Fes. No 
Name , Phone ( ) 
Address City State ZIP 
x x x * Xf XK XK x el eer ee oe ae Y. & x XK eee eae 
I'm enclosing $ for Affirmation Gathering Registration. 
I'm enclosing $ | for _ tickets ($15/ea.) to MFSA Ball Awards. 
I'm enclosing $ for __ tickets ($15/ea.) to Affirmation Banquet. 


FOR OF FACE US E rT ® = 


Date Received: Check #: Date Confirmed: 


